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Overview 

In this document 

Assessment at KS3 should not be based on GCSE-style essays produced under examination conditions. This document contains a range of 
suggestions of alternative forms of pupils’ work that allow effective assessment, ensuring that assessment evidence is produced in contexts that 
build upon skills and experiences from KS2 and that teacher assessment informs and enhances teaching.  
 
Please note that this resource is also available through Moodle open resources – it is uploaded here for ease of use. 

Points to consider when using this resource 

Consider the range of assessment opportunities and formats planned into your KS3 curriculum, including opportunities to assess pupils’ 
understanding through creative responses to texts. 
 
The purpose of assessment, especially at KS3, is inform planning and teaching to address pupils’ needs and challenge them to meet their potential.   
 
Plan ways to build pupils’ familiarity and confidence with more formal, analytical assessment outcomes (essays, extended written answers to exam-
style questions) over time, bearing in mind that pupils have not been taught essay-writing skills at primary school and that, initially, what pupils are 
learning when writing essays is how to write in a formal and critical style: their understanding of texts can and should be assessed in other ways. 
 
This resource can be used alongside the KS3 Assessment and Curriculum Model resource, which details age-related expectations for each year 
group at KS3. 
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HIAS English Team 

The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support schools in improving outcomes for learners, including courses, 
bespoke consultancy and in-house training.   

For further details referring to English, please contact either of the team leads: 

Emma Tarrant : emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk 

Victoria Flynn: victoria.flynn@hants.gov.uk 

 

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following details: 

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk  

 

HTLC professional learning moodle 

 Searchable course catalogue linked to the Learning Zone. 

 Course updates. 

 In-house training opportunities. 

 Online calendar of events. 

 Publications and online resources. 

 Bespoke consultancy services. 

Link: https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/  
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Terms and conditions 

Terms of license 

Moodle+ subscribers are licensed to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This authority starts when 
the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal or classroom use only. By using it, you 
agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this 
agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements.  

You are welcome to: 

 download this resource 

 save this resource on your computer 

 print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

 amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work. 

You may not: 

 claim this resource as your own 

 sell or in any way profit from this resource 

 store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it 

 email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion. 

 


